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Art News 
We have been painting all winter and into the spring 
with tempera paint and watercolor paint. Art classes 
have painted or drawn cats, chicks, lambs, lions, pigs, 
cows, frogs, fish and spiders (for Charlotte’s Web). 
Third graders have focused on the artist Monet and the 
Impressionist style. The students’ paintings have been 
impressive, for sure! Fourth grade has worked with 
positive and negative space and Op Art. Op Art is art 
that tricks your eye. They are finishing the year wear-
ing on their individual looms. Castles and dragons, ori-
gami and 3D forms made from paper will finish out our 
year in art. The students have had a taste of all kinds of 
art media this year! 

Music Notes 
Honors Chorus Students Earn a Superior rating At 

Carowinds Festival of Music  
Honors Chorus has been rehearsing very diligently and as a 
result earned a superior rating at the Carowinds Festival of 
Music recently. The students sang “Hand Me Down My Sil-
ver Trumpet” by Joy Webb, an old stand-by piece that they 
knew well. In addition, they sang a quirky little piece called 
“The Duel” which is based on a poem by Eugene Field. 
They also got to enjoy the park after they sang. Good job, 
Honors Chorus! 

Farewell, Mr. Baker 
Jonathan Baker was our student teacher this semester, but 
left us on April 24 as he completed his student teaching as-
signment with Mrs. Poole. He is finishing up his studies at 
North Greenville University and will soon be a certified mu-
sic teacher. He has been a big hit with the students, faculty 
and parents. We wish him well and hope that he will visit us 
when he can. Congratulations, Mr. Baker! 

Literary Arts 
Literary Arts students love our pets! The third- and 
fourth-grade students in Mrs. Sherbert’s Literary Arts 
classes took a break from acting to spend some time 
with friends from our local animal shelter. Ms. Ingrid 
Norris, the education director of the Spartanburg Hu-
mane Society, came for two whole mornings and 
shared many interesting things with our kids! She 
taught the children that being a responsible pet owner is 
very important by getting them involved in hands-on 
activities with a real, live puppy named Sophie. The 
students learned the many steps involved in getting an 
animal ready to go to the adoption floor in the shelter, 
and they also learned (with a fake dog!) how a spay 
operation is done! It was really cool to pretend to be a 
veterinarian. Perhaps one of our students will become a 
vet someday! The kids totally enjoyed petting and lov-
ing on Sophie, who is currently training to be a therapy 
dog. We really learned a lot from Ms. Norris, and hope-
fully, we better understand that pets have feelings and 
needs and must be cared for responsibly! 

Lars Seppala was awarded Abner Creek Academy’s Ter-
rific Kid of the Year. Sara Proper received the Superin-
tendent’s Citizenship Award for this year. 
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Multimedia 
Multimedia has been a busy class for all grade levels 
this nine weeks. First-grade students worked very hard 
on non-fiction research on animals of their choice. 
They published books with the information they 
learned and recorded “About the Author” videos which 
were linked using QR codes on the back of their books. 
Second-grade students also finished up a big research 
project this nine weeks on different countries and cul-
tures. They worked hard to learn about other cultures in 
preparation for Culture Fair in March. Parents were in-
vited to “travel” the world with us at the Culture Fair. 
Second graders did a great job! Third-grade students 
were the stars of their very own newscasts as they pre-
sented research before their big field trip to Charleston. 
And finally, fourth-grade students reviewed for testing 
using QR codes in the media center. We are looking 
forward to finishing the year with some more fun pro-
jects! 

From Mrs. Bralley 
Reading Interventionist 

School is Out for Summer… How to Help Your Child Continue to Read and Make Progress Over 
the Summer! 

 
It is hard to believe, but summer is almost here! While summer means vacations, summer camp, bike rides, trips to the beach, 
and relaxing, we should all take a “vacation” from reading over the summer, right? Wrong. Did you know that students who 
fail to read over the extended summer vacation often experience a “summer slide” where they fall back two or more reading 
levels? In contrast, those students who consistently read often exceed their end-of-the-year reading level! Reading is crucial to 
your child’s success in all school subjects, as well as in their world outside school. According to the National Institute of 
Health, “when children become good readers in the early grades they are more likely to become better learned throughout their 
school years and beyond.” During the school year, reading is a mandatory part of your child’s curriculum, and therefore 
growth is seen. While children certainly need time to unwind and relax, research has consistently shown that without summer 
reading, children’s reading skills decline. Therefore, it is imperative that we look for ways to incorporate reading into our chil-
dren’s summer vacation in a way that is fun and memorable! What can you do to encourage your child to read over the sum-
mer? Here are some ideas: 
 Children love to read when they read about things that interest them. Sit down with your child and make a list of topics 

your child enjoys. Then, visit the local library or book store to find books on those subjects. While you are at the library, 
find out about their summer reading program. 

 Make sure that YOU are reading over the summer. Children need to see that reading is a lifelong activity that even his/her 
parents enjoy! 

 Get two copies of your child’s chapter books and read along with him or her. This way, you can discuss the book together. 
You can even take turns reading aloud to each other, which is a great way to practice your child’s reading fluency! 

 Since reading and writing go hand-in-hand, encourage your child to keep a journal about what he or she has read, as well 
as activities you do over the summer! Help your child think of topics for his/her journal entries. Your child could write a 
letter to the author, retell a chapter from the book from the perspective of another character, or simply record the events of 
his/her summer. What a keepsake for their future! 

 Plan a summer trip around a book your child is reading. Historical fiction lends itself particularly well to planning great 
trips to “visit” the places your child is actually reading about. What a great history lesson! 

 Most importantly, make sure that reading is a part of EVERY DAY of your summer! Set aside at least 20 minutes each day 
that your child will devote to reading. If you stick with your plan, you are sure to see the progress in your little reader! 

Students have enjoyed working on new laptops and 
iPads in Multimedia this year. 


